
On Sunday, we read Daniel 5. It’s the story of a king named Belshazzar who throws 
a party, gets drunk and shows off to his nobles by drinking from the gold goblets 
from the Jerusalem Temple while praising other gods.

How do people today use the things of God to bring honor to 
themselves or something else that’s not God?

During the party, a hand appears out of thin air and writes words on the 
wall that only Daniel can interpret. Read what happens next in Daniel 
5:17-31.

The key lesson in this chapter is that God is totally in charge. On Sunday, I shared 
how sometimes that thought is encouraging and sometimes scary.

What does it mean to you that God is totally in charge? Does it raise 
any additional questions?

Unlike his grandpa Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar doesn’t get chance after chance to 
learn that the God of Israel is the one in charge. The interpretation of the writing 
on the wall clearly says Bel had his chance to learn his lesson from the experience 
of Neb, but he failed, and his time is now up.

Why is it so hard to learn from the experience of others?

For Belshazzar, God being in charge means that God will avenge his own honor 
and will judge those who dishonor him. So what will He say when your time is up?

Read one or more of these other passages on judgment and for each 
passage, answer: What’s the description of judgment, to whom does it 
apply, and where’s the hope of rescue, escape, or salvation?

Revelation 20:11-15 • Matthew 25:31-46
Hebrews 10:11-39 (difficult passage alert) • 1 Corinthians 3:10-14

Our conclusion on Sunday was that these three things greatly affect how God will 
judge us: our willingness to be close to God’s people (Heb 10:24-25), our 
willingness to obey what we know (Matt 25:31-46), and most of all, our willingness 
to make Jesus our foundation (1 Cor 3:11-15).

How are you preparing for the day when your time is up?
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